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MISSION STATEMENT 

At Aston we are committed to providing high quality 
learning and teaching, enabling everyone to reach 
their full potential, whatever their age, ability, gender or 
ethnicity. 

We believe that every person is unique and we work 
together in an inclusive environment of mutual respect 
and consideration, valuing everyoneôs contribution.  

Through our partnership with the local and wider 
community we aim to support our young people in 
successfully taking their place in society. 
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Welcome! 
 
Choosing your Sixth Form is one of the most important decisions you will make in planning your future and 
your career.  At Aston we are totally committed to providing high quality and effective learning and 
teaching to enable our students to achieve their absolute best in both their academic success and their 
own personal development. 
 
Aston Sixth Form offers you a choice of subjects ranging from A Level to Level 1 and Level 2 courses. 
 
Our students are given clear guidance on how to choose their pathway after Sixth Form with the majority 
taking up degree courses at University or choosing employment with training. 
 
While studying in the Sixth Form our students benefit from being taught in small classes where they can 
receive individual attention.  All students have a personal tutor and academic mentor to monitor their 
progress.  Students will know how they are progressing every half term when they will receive their 
monitoring grades and review them with their teaching staff and tutors.  They will have their own social 
area in the Common Room where they can meet other students at break, lunchtime and after school and 
they can study when they are not in lessons. 
 
The most successful students are those who involve themselves fully in Sixth Form life, taking advantage 
of the enrichment opportunities we offer.  Our students have the chance to visit our partner school in 
Makunduchi, Zanzibar, sail a Tall Ship, be a peer mentor for new Year 7 students, represent the Sixth 
Form as an ambassador, arrange charity fundraising events, take part in field trips, visit theatres and 
university and enjoy a range of sporting activities. 
 
Because you are now taking the first step into planning your own future, it is essential that you read this 
prospectus very carefully and consider the combination of subjects that you could study in the Sixth Form. 
Please do not hesitate to ask for advice from your subject teachers, Y12 and Y13 students or contact 
Lifetime Careers / Connexions (www.connexions-direct.com). 
    
To make informed choices on appropriate A Level courses and subjects needed for University, you can 
access the official university admissions service at www.ucas.co.uk.  Take the option of ñcourse searchò 
and carry out the Stamford Test Questionnaire. This will suggest possible courses to suit your interest and 
abilities and indicate possible A Level courses. Other excellent websites are www.hero.co.uk which offers 
lots of guidance on subject choice and www.direct.gov.uk (follow links to Education and Learning and 
Universities and Higher Education). 
 
If you require any further information, you can contact us either in school or by e-mail:- 
 
Mrs Sanigar, Deputy Headteacher josie.sanigar@aston.rotherham.sch.uk 
Mrs Brook, Co-Ordinator of Post 16 Learning and Teaching chris.brook@aston.rotherham.sch.uk 
Mrs Graham, Student Services Manager - Post 16 tricia.graham@aston.rotherham.sch.uk 
Mr Bowstead, Academic Mentor william.bowstead@aston.rotherham.sch.uk 
 
 
We look forward to seeing you in September 2010!                    

             
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Brook 
Co-Ordinator of Post 16 Learning and Teaching 
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The Post 16 Curriculum 

 
The new post 16 curriculum provides students with the opportunity to take a broad programme of 
study. Each student will receive individual advice on how many subjects to study. This advice will be 
based on their GCSE grades and future career plans.   
 
Entry Requirements for Courses 
 
The AS (Advanced Subsidiary) qualification forms the first half of an A Level course.  Students can, if 
they wish, ñcash inñ their score in a particular subject to certificate their AS qualification and not 
progress to a second year of study in that subject. 
 
The second part of A Level is called A2 and will be taught to and examined at full A Level standard. 
 
The minimum entry requirement for A Level courses is 5 A* - C grades, including Maths and 
English.   
 
Subject Combinations 
 
At Aston we offer students a broad and balanced choice of subjects and we would encourage students 
to select those subjects that they enjoy the most and have had the most success in. However, it is also 
important that students select subjects which help them fulfill their future career ambitions.  
 
Our strong recommendation is that students take 4 AS subjects and then reduce to 3 A2 subjects in the 
second year of their studies. This recommendation is based on the entrance requirements for most 
University courses.  Some students, however, have taken more than the recommended number whilst 
others have been guided to reduce the number of subjects taken and this will be discussed with each 
individual student to ensure that they are coursed appropriately.  
 
Students can choose from the following AS subjects: 

** This list may be subject to change.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also offer ASDAN / Adult Literacy / Adult Numeracy / Work Experience Courses.  
Re-sit GCSE English and Maths can be combined with all the above courses.  
 
Why Choose Aston Sixth Form?  
 
We have highly qualified and experienced teachers in each subject area. Sixth Formers enjoy more 
freedom, independence and a more mature relationship with their teachers, but because some of you 
will know the staff there is greater continuity in learning and teaching.  
 
In 2009 we maintained our best results with a 98% pass rate for our Year 13 students. A record 76% of 
all the A2 grades achieved were the higher grades A, B or C. All of our Year 13 students progressed to 
further education, employment or training and all of the 88% of students who applied to University, 
College or the Armed Forces were successful in securing places of their choice. Details of their 
destinations can be found at the back of this prospectus.  

Art and Design  
Biology  
Business Studies  
Applied Business Studies  
Chemistry  
Computing  
Drama  
Economics  
English Language  
English Literature  
French  

General Studies  
Geography  
Health and Social Care  
History  
ICT  
Leisure Studies  
Mathematics  
Further Mathematics  
Music  
Performing Arts  
Photography  

Physics  
Physical Education  
BTEC PE  
Product Design  
Psychology  
Religious Studies  
Applied Science  
Sociology  
Spanish  
Systems and Control  
Travel and Tourism  
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Excellent Guidance, Support and Academic Mentoring  
 
The Sixth Form Team offer high levels of support and guidance to all our Sixth Form students to ensure 
that they achieve their potential, enjoy their time in the sixth form and are suitably prepared for their 
progression to university or employment.  
 
Mrs Sanigar and Mrs Brook oversee the progress of students and ensure there is high quality learning and 
teaching in Sixth Form lessons. Mrs Graham is responsible for supporting students with any issues which 
would impact on their success and wellbeing. Mr Bowstead supports our academic mentoring programme 
and our team of Year 12 and Year 13 Tutors offer support and guidance to students on a daily basis.  
 
The Tutor System  
 
Once you enter the Sixth Form you will be allocated to a tutor group for registration purposes and a once 
weekly tutorial lesson.  
 
You will see your tutor for fifteen minutes every morning during registration and once a week during tutorial 
for one hour. In tutorial you may meet as a whole group, a small group or individually with your tutor about 
aspects of your course, careers or any other matter. Tutors have been very supportive to students in 
helping them through difficult times, often seeing staff on the studentós behalf. They will also be able to 
help and advise you about what you are going to do after you leave, whether it be looking for work, 
College or University. Your tutor will also write your reference when you leave school.  
 
There will be times in the year when there are specific tasks to do e.g. monitoring, reviews of work, 
making action plans etc. Your tutor will become the person who will know more about your progress than 
anyone else. It is hoped that you will bring any problems or concerns about your work to the meetings. 
You will also be encouraged to take part in other areas of the curriculum or to help around school. Your 
tutor will also help you write your Personal Statement, Letter of Application for jobs and your University 
application etc.  
 
You may wish to discuss your future with a Connexions Advisor who regularly visits the school. 
Connexions Advisors can help you explore a wide range of choices and suggest occupations that will suit 
your skills and interests. All Sixth Form students have the opportunity of a careers guidance interview to 
help them make realistic choices. They will receive an action plan, which sets out their goals and can be 
used in seeking education, employment and training opportunities.  
 
Tutorial Programme  
 
The programme has been devised by the Sixth Form Team to be especially relevant to the needs and 
progress of students of your age group.  
 
Some of the topics include Study Skills, Driving Skills, Charity Work, Question Time, Equal Opportunities, 
Assertiveness, Political Awareness, Stress Management and many more. We also use this time to look at 
some aspects of careers and how to apply to college or university. We are proud of our tradition of getting 
students into University and the Sixth Form team will give you all the help you need.  
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How will I know how well I am doing?  
 
Each half term students are monitored and graded for each subject. Your subject teachers will discuss 
your monitoring grades with you and help you identify your strengths and areas for development. They 
will set targets for you and support you to achieve them. All Sixth Form students also have an academic 
mentor from within the Sixth Form Team who will meet with you regularly to discuss your progress and 
support you with your studies.  
 
The monitoring data is sent home at regular intervals but we encourage parents / carers to contact 
school at any time if they have any concerns. Written reports are sent to parents / carers in July of Year 
12 and there is a consultation evening in December.  
 
Timetabled Lessons and Study Periods  
 
Most students will have timetabled sessions for approximately 20 periods during the week. This will 
mean that you will have a number of periods when you can study privately or arrange other activities. As 
a Sixth Form student you are able to work in the Sixth Form Study Room, the Library or Webgate where 
you have free access to the computer equipment and other resources. The Sixth Form Study Room is 
fully equipped with new computers and desks, as well as a new improved working environment ensuring 
that concentration can be achieved. Many faculties have areas, study rooms or offices, where you can 
work on your own or with a small group and staff are on hand to help.  
 
You will have work to complete during your study periods. The type of work will vary depending on what 
subject you choose to study. It could include a number of questions, an essay, some research, learning 
facts, background reading, preparing a presentation or even reading a newspaper. The range of work is 
endless but remember, there is always a teacher close at hand if you are unsure. The staff prefer to be 
consulted by Sixth Form students rather than the student leaving a problem until the lesson. Staff often 
arrange extra sessions with students who do not understand something the first time, so donót be afraid 
to ask!  

 
How much time will I spend working?  
 
All AS and A2 Level subjects have five teaching periods allocated. GCSE re-sit subjects are usually one 
hour after school unless they can be scheduled during the school day. ASDAN students have 2 full days 
in the sixth form e.g. fundraising for the school and 3 days on work experience. Each studentós timetable 
can be different depending on their subjects. As an approximate guideline, each AS subject needs a 
minimum of 4 hours per week of independent study or extended learning tasks and each A2 needs a 
minimum of 5 hours.  
 
Year 12 Peer Mentoring  
 
In the Sixth Form you will have the opportunity to become a Peer Mentor and improve your social skills 
by working with a Year 7 Group Tutor and their tutor group. You will be given specialist ongoing training 
and work with the tutor group throughout Year 12. The benefits of participating in such a scheme will 
enhance your application to university or into employment. Employers and training providers are looking 
for students who are capable of organising and showing initiative without guidance from other adults. 
This scheme will help you move towards this independence.  
 
The Sixth Form Committee  
 
The Sixth Form Committee is a team of students from both Year 12 and Year 13. Its aim is to give the 
Sixth Form a voice within the school and a direct link between the Sixth Form Team and the students. 
Regular meetings allow ideas to be communicated on events within the school, both formal and informal.  
 
As well as national events such as Children in Need and other charity events, community based projects 
are organised by the Makunduchi Committee.  
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ART & DESIGN (FINE ART)  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: E Wink, S Cooper, S Flint and S Williamson  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language 
 
Subject Information  
 
AS and A2 Art are a great opportunity to develop and expand on your creativity and would be an 
invaluable subject for those students with a natural artistic talent.  
 
The course has been designed for individual students to become independent and self motivated learners, 
by being allowed to develop their own style. This is supported by frequent planned trips to art galleries, 
London, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, places of interest and life drawing.  
 
The AS is divided into 2 units as follows:  
 
Unit 1- Portfolio  
50% of total AS marks, 25% of total A level marks  
 
Unit 2 - Externally Set Assignment  
50% of total AS marks, 25% of total A level marks  
 
The A2 is divided into 2 units as follows:  
 
Unit 3 - Personal Investigation  
25% of total A level marks 

 

Unit 4 - Externally Set Assignment 

25% of total A level marks 
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BIOLOGY  
 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Teachers: S Fox, R Pickering, L Corrigan, W Bowstead  
 

Entry Requirements  
 

5 GCSEs at grade C or above including English Language and at least a 
grade B in Maths and grade BB  in Double Science (higher paper) 
 

Subject Information  
 

AS Level  
 

Interested in heart disease? Curious about tropical diseases? Want to know where all your energy comes 
from? If the answer is yes, AS Biology is the course for you. Youóll be well supported by our experienced 
team of teachers and brand new electronic resources to study all these topics and more.  
 

We will sharpen your investigative skills and prepare you for either a career in science or your pathway 
into university.  
 

A2 Level 
 

A2 Biology builds on the foundations of knowledge which were established at AS. Knowledge of the 
mitochondria at AS are further developed to explain the process of aerobic respiration at A2. This is 
closely linked with knowledge from many sports science courses. 
 

The study of other topics such as populations and the environment, photosynthesis, ecosystems and 
energy are also covered. 
 

Many students will develop numeracy skills of statistics when covering the topic on genetics. So, if you are 
interested in sex-linked diseases or are curious about nervous responses and mutations, A2 Biology is for 
you !! 
 
 

BUSINESS STUDIES  
 

Exam Board: OCR  
 

Teachers: R Kimpton, B Sadler  
 

Entry Requirements  
 

5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language 
 
Subject Information  
 
AS Level  
To complete the AS specifications, 2 modules must be completed:  
 
An Introduction to Business  
Business Function  
 
A2 Level  
In order to convert the AS qualification into a full A Level the following A2 specification modules must be 
completed:  
 
Strategic Management  
Business Production  
 

Assessment of the modules is a mixture of pre-issued case studies, unseen case studies and written 
papers.  
 
Past students have in the main gone on to take business related degree courses or HND. This has proved 
to be a springboard to careers in Finance, Management, the Law and other associated commercial 
occupations. 
 

 

 

 

The ECG trace for each heartbeat displays a P wave,a QRS wave
or complex and a T wave

The ECG TraceThe ECG Trace
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APPLIED BUSINESS STUDIES  
 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL  
 
Teachers: P Helliwell, L Bower  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at Grade C or above including Maths and English Language 
 
Subject Information  
 
The following units are studied at AS Level:  
 
Investigating People at Work, Investigating Business, Investigating Marketing  
 
The following units are studied at A2 Level:  
 
Business Development, Managing and Developing People, Impact of Finance on Business Decisions  
 
The course will involve a considerable amount of personal research with one third of the units being 
externally examined and two thirds of the units being examined by individually produced portfolio work.  
 
In past years roughly half of the students who have completed the full course have gone on to university 
to follow degree or HND courses. The rest have gone on to work in such occupations as retailing, 
management trainees, legal work, banking and surveying.  
 
 
CHEMISTRY  
 
Exam Board: OCR, Salters  
 
Teachers: R Baum, J Saleh 
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including English Language and at least a 
grade B in Maths and grade BB  in Double Science (higher paper) 
 
Subject Information  
 
AS Content  
 
There are three assessed modules: Chemistry for Life, Chemistry of Natural Resources and Chemistry 
in Practice (internal assessment). Each unit follows an attractively illustrated ñStorylineò by use of well 
designed ñAssignmentsò and ñActivitiesò all backed up by a well explained book of ñChemical Ideasò.  
 
Do you know why petrol companies use different blends of petrol for different times of the year? Have 
you ever wondered why people donót get sunburn indoors? Why is the atmosphere such a good 
sunscreen? How bad is the ozone crisis? What was the first medicine to be sold as tablets? How did 
Chemists come to make this discovery? What has the willow tree got to do with all this?  
 
Chemistry gives you an excellent training for many careers both scientific and non-scientific. Those who 
have studied A Level Chemistry can be found in such diverse areas as finance, law and politics, retailing, 
computing and purchasing. So, if you are unsure about what career you want to follow eventually, you 
can still study Chemistry and keep your options open.  
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COMPUTING  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: J Dale, D Parr  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C including Maths and English Language. Having followed a technical course at Key 
Stage 4, such as iPRO, will be an advantage. It will also be an advantage if entrants follow Mathematics at 
A Level.  
 
Subject Information  
 
This specification has been designed for students who wish to go on to higher education courses or 
employment where knowledge of computing would be beneficial. You can study Computing and go on to a 
career in medicine, law, business, politics or any type of science.  
 
There are 4 modules in the course:  
 
In the AS Specification there are two units:  
 
COMP1 is a practical on-screen examination which allows candidates to demonstrate their knowledge of 
the fundamental principles of the subject, focusing on programming through a problem-solving scenario 
using pre-release material. Students will be taught to program using the Visual Basic 2005 programming 
language. 
 
COMP2 focuses on the hardware and software aspects of Computing and the social and economic 
consequences of Computing.  
 
The A2 specification builds on the content of AS, with  
 
COMP3 focusing on computational thinking, what can be computed, programming and problem-solving 
including communication and networking.  
 
COMP4 is an internally assessed unit, with candidates required to complete a report on a computer-based 
programmed solution to a problem-solving exercise of their choice.  
 
Candidates may choose to continue with Visual Basic or may choose to program in any language of their 
choice.  
 
At AS level assessment is by two externally marked examinations. COMP1 will be an on-screen 
examination of 2 hours duration, COMP2 will be a 1 hour written examination.  
 
At A2 level there is one externally marked examination of 2½ hours duration and a project report, worth 
20% of the marks at A2 level.  
 
This is an academic subject and can be used to support students 
following A Level courses in a range of other subjects. It is 
recognised by Universities as an acceptable A Level subject. It is 
also useful for a number of joint degree subjects such as Music and 
Computing. Students intending to follow a Computing course at 
university will need this subject. Students not wishing to go on to 
higher education will find the subject useful in the world of work. It is 
a recognised qualification that employers value and will prepare 
students for work in a technical environment.  
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DRAMA  
 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL  
 
Teachers: D Herbert, L Flint, M Siddall  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language and a grade B at GCSE Drama or 
Merit at Intermediate BTEC Performing Arts. In exceptional cases only, students who have not previously 
studied GCSE Drama or GNVQ Performing Arts may be allowed on the course but intake is limited and 
priority will always be given to those who have studied Drama in KS4.  
 
Subject Information  
 
The course comprises of a combination of practical and written work. Students will study a range of plays 
and will be required to take part in two major performances over the two years. Students will be expected 
to attend staff or student led after-school rehearsals and regular theatre visits. There is also an 
expectation to get involved in drama workshops with Theatre in Education Companies.  
 
Past students have gone on to Drama Schools in London e.g. The Central School of Speech and Drama 
and Rosebruford College to study acting. Many other students have gone to study a degree in Drama, 
Theatre in Education and Media / Film. Others have chosen to pursue teaching careers ï two ex-students 
are currently teaching Drama within the Rotherham Borough and many others are training / have trained 
to be a Primary School teacher. Another ex-student is now a Social Worker, proving that an A Level in 
Drama can lead to varied and imaginative careers including journalism, law, management é literally 
anything involving the public!  
 
Choose Drama and use your skills to organise, communicate, entertain or educate!  
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ECONOMICS  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: A Hadfield , P Helliwell 
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language. Potential students need not 
have taken Economics at GCSE.  
 
Subject Information  
 
AS Level  
 
Unit 1: Markets and Market Failure  
Unit 2: The National Economy  
 
Each of the above units is assessed in June with a 1 hour 15 minute examination. Both examinations 
have 25 multiple choice questions and a further 50 marks of data response questions.  
 
A2 Level  
 
Unit 3: Business Economics and the Distribution of Income  
Unit 4: The National and International Economy  
 
Each unit is assessed with a 2 hour examination consisting of data response and essay-type 
questions.  
 
Students have visited London to meet with Bank of England representatives to discuss economic 
policy and conditions.  
 
Economics is accepted by all universities as entry on to many courses: Banking and Finance, 
Accountancy, Traders and Dealers in the Stock Market, Marketing and Law. Past students have gone 
on to employment in accounting, banking, law, insurance, retail and even as an economist. 
Economics is vital for work in any business or organisation eg. charity work, conservation, 
government, social services etc.  
 
 

 

 

http://www.londonstockexchange.com/home/homepage.htm
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

Exam Board: WJEC  
 
Teachers: G Jones, A Tomley, C Walton, P Davie, M Kilgannon  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language 
 
Subject Information  
 
The course focuses on how the English language is used in every day life and in both literary and non-
literary texts. Students develop a detailed and focused understanding of how writers make choices about 
structure, syntax and lexis and then apply this to their own writing.  
 
At AS Level, students study two units; Introduction to the Language of Texts and Original Writing and 
Exploring Spoken Language. They will develop the skills needed to produce a thorough and critical 
analysis of a range of different texts in preparation for their examination. For coursework, students 
develop their writing skills through production of a creative piece of original writing and a detailed study of 
how spoken language is used in the media. At A2 level, students undertake an in-depth language 
investigation as well as producing a piece of writing with a very specific purpose. They will also extend 
their knowledge of spoken language through analysis in an examination and study how language has 
changed over time.  
 
 
ENGLISH LITERATURE  
 
Exam Board: WJEC  
 
Teachers: C Dwan, A Rozmus, M Edwards  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths, English Language and English Literature  
 

Subject Information  
 
How can you decide if A Level English Literature is something youôd like? Well, do you:  
 
Enjoy reading and writing about texts?  
Enjoy creative writing?  
Want to develop skills in independent and imaginative thinking that employers value?  
Like the idea of a subject that is for you as well as for work?  
Enjoy English at GCSE?  
Have a lively interest in culture and creativity?  
 
If you can answer ñyesò to some of these questions, then A Level English Literature is for you! We will 
study a variety of texts, including prose, poetry and drama, from Shakespeare to modern writers.  
 
You could have the opportunity to visit the theatre in Stratford and Sheffield and work with visiting actors 
and writers at school.  
 
A Level English Literature could lead to working in the following areas: advertising, marketing and PR 
work, teaching, the legal profession, editing and publishing, journalism and other areas of the media. More 
importantly, the analytical and communication skills that A Level English Literature provides are called 
ñtransferable skillsò: theyóre useful in almost any occupation. When youóre looking for a job, theyóre often 
the most valuable skills to have.  
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GENERAL STUDIES  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 

Teachers: A Hodgson 
 

Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at Grade C or above including English Language, Maths and Science  
 

Subject Information  
 

General Studies is not taught in the conventional timetabled manner. It is offered to students as an 
additional AS Level in Y12 and students are given two days off timetable to prepare for the two units. In 
Y13 students can prepare for the examination in one timetabled period a week and two days off timetable. 
The results from this approach have proved to be outstanding. 
 

AS Level. 
 
Unit 1: Culture and Society (which covers the changing nature of culture, aesthetic evaluation, beliefs and 
morals, media, politics and the law). 
Unit 2: Science and Society (which covers scientific method, the social, ethical and environmental 
consequences of scientific discovery and the moral responsibility of scientists). 
 

A2 Level  
 
Unit 1: Culture and Society (religion in a pluralist society and the relationship between law, society and 
ethics). 
Unit 2: Science and Society (the question of scientific progress and its implications for society). 
  

No other course offers students such a range of skills and knowledge. Essay skills and data handling are 
an integral part of the programme. Students get the opportunity to study and debate a broad range of 
ethical, political and moral issues. 
 

GEOGRAPHY  
 

Exam board: AQA (specification 2030)  
 

Teachers: L Burgin, M Wimble, P Robertshaw, A Hodgson 
 

Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language and a grade C in Geography (if 
studied), although the department is willing to consider candidates who may not have met this. It is not 
necessary to have studied Geography at GCSE to choose Geography at A Level and still enjoy and be 
successful in this course of study. Student progression to A2 level would be dependant on success in the 
AS examinations.  
 

Subject Information  
 
Geography is one of the most popular subjects at A level in Aston. The mix of physical and human 
geography and the fieldtrips to the Lake District and the East Coast are often given as reasons why so 
many students choose Geography. We think that this is because it is well taught, encourages independent 
learning in a supportive environment, and has a great tradition of success. The faculty and students value 
the role of fieldtrips in learning and so they form an integral part of Geography at AS and A2 level.  
 

The weekend trip to the Lake District takes place in December whilst the four-day fieldtrip to the East 
Coast takes place in February of the Y12. There is additional weekend revision trip in Y13.  
 

In relation to future progression, Geography is a popular option at A Level because of its versatility. It 
covers many topical issues and as a social science, sits on the boundary between the Science and Arts 
Degrees. The wide variety of skills covered supports a broad range of vocational opportunities. Students 
have gone on to a diverse range of careers, from financial services to conservation work.  
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
 
Exam Board: Edexcel  
 
Teachers: J McCullough  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at Grade C or above including Maths and English Language 
 
Subject Information  
 
AS Level  
 
Unit 1: People and Politics  
Unit 2: Governing the UK  
 
You will develop an understanding of the British political system and the nature of mass political and 
democratic participation. You will study elections, political parties, pressure groups and protest 
movements.  
 
A2 Level  
 
Two units ï the exact content to be decided in consultation with students. 
 
Two units from:  
 

Introducing Ideologies ï Liberalism, Socialism, Conservatism and Anarchism.  
The Politics of the USA  
Political Issues - Ethnicity and Gender, the Environment, Education and the Economy  
Global Political Issues - Conflict, War, Terrorism, Poverty, the Environment and Human Rights  
Ideological Traditions - Environmentalism, Multiculturalism, Feminism and Nationalism  

 
This course allows you to focus on some of todayós most interesting and significant issues and will give 
you a real insight into the workings of the modern world. You will discuss current affairs, learn more about 
the country in which you live and be able to give your opinions on what is right and what is wrong. You will 
learn to debate, work independently and as part of a team, and express your ideas in written work.  
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
 
Exam Board:  AQA 
 

Teachers:  D MacDonald, C Brook,  M Pridmore 
 

Entry Requirements 
 

5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths, English Language and Science. This subject combines 
well with AS Biology for Nursing Studies.   
 

Subject Information 
 
AS Double Award and A2 Double Award 
 

AS Units studied: 
 

Effective Caring      Effective Communication 
Health, Illness and Disease    Child Development 
Needs and Provision for Elderly Clients  Complimentary Therapies 

 

3 units will be end tested and 3 are portfolio assessed. 
 

Students enjoy a range of community links and short placements in Special Schools, Elderly Residential 
Homes, Hospitals, Primary Schools and visits to Sheffield Hallam University.  You will have the 
opportunity to visit Rotherham District General Hospital, Northern General Hospital and visit and work for 
charities such as SCOPE, RNIB and Macmillan Nurses. 
 

Past students have gone on to study degree courses in Health Management, Child, Adult and Mental 
Health Nursing, Midwifery, Health Studies, Radiography, Physiotherapy, Teacher Training, Special Needs 
Teaching.  Past students also have successful careers in the Health Sector, Social Workers, Dieticians, 
Police, Paramedics, Dental Surgery Practitioner, Probation Service, Occupational Therapy and in early 
years environments such as nursery nursing or primary support workers and classroom assistants. 
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HISTORY  
 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL  
 
Teachers: H Jenkinson, A Munro, J McCullough, S Nicholson, K Eaton  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths, English Language and History ï if you do not have a 
GCSE in History, please speak to H Jenkinson as this is not normally a problem. 
 
Subject Information  
 
Have you ever wondered: 
 

Why William won the Battle of Hastings in 1066? 
How British people gained the vote? 
Why Ireland isnôt all one country? 
Why Al Capone became one of the most notorious gangsters in American history? 

 
If so, History is the subject for you. 
 
What will I study? 
 
AS  
Unit 1: Historical Themes in breadth ï England in the Middle Ages ï The Norman Conquest and from 
Black Death to Great Revolt. This will be examined in January of Y12.  
Unit 2: Great Britain History Depth Study: Nineteenth Century British Politics ï 1830 - 35 ï 
Representation and Reform. This will be examined in June of Y12.  
 
A2  
Unit 3 ï The USA 1920-1954 ï Boom and Bust. This will be examined in the June of Y13. 
Unit 4 ï Great Britain and Ireland 1815-1922. This is coursework and will be examined in the January of 
Y13. 
 
We teach through seminar, discussion, presentation, role-play and ICT, as well as traditional reading 
and writing. 
 
Students who have studied History in the past have gone on to follow a wide range of careers including 
those in law, journalism, teaching, TV presenting and top management positions. Basically any which 
involve being able to give a balanced opinion and which require excellent written skills. 
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: D Williams, J Dale, M Howard, D Parr  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language 
 
Subject Information  
 
This exciting specification brings the study of ICT up to date for the 21st Century. It has the backing of a 
range of industries, higher education and the National Computing Centre. 
 
The course is designed for students who wish to go on to higher education or to the world of work where 
understanding how ICT can be used in society and organisations and the implications of its use, will be a 
valuable asset. It will offer substantial opportunities for practical work.  
 
There are 4 modules in the course:  
 
AS Level  
 
INFO1 covers the practical use of ICT, designing, implementing and testing ICT solutions, data entry and 
storage and current Health and Safety legislation. 
 
INFO2 covers ICT systems and their components, uses, data security, data transfer, backup and 
recovery. 
  
At AS Level, assessment is by two externally marked examinations, each of 1½ hours duration.  
 
A2 Level  
 
INFO3 covers developments in technology, ICT systems, management of ICT, introducing large ICT 
systems in business, training and support.  
 
INFO4 is a practical ICT solution to a real-world problem; students will design, implement and test an ICT 
system using a package of their choice.  
 
At A2 Level, there is one externally marked examination of 2 hours duration and a project report, worth 
20% of the marks at A2 Level.  
 
This is an academic subject and can be used to support students following A Level courses in a range of 
other subjects. It is recognised by universities as an acceptable A Level subject. It is also useful for a 
number of joint degree subjects such as German and ICT. Students not wishing to go on to higher 
education will find the subject useful in the world of work. It is a recognised qualification that employers 
value and will prepare students for work in a business environment.  
 

Students wishing to study Computing at University are advised 
that this subject is not accepted by most universities for that 
course. 
 

 

http://www.computing.co.uk/computing/analysis/2252063/spotify-gears-growth
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LEISURE STUDIES  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: K Gooding, I Murray, C Storey  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language. Progression to A2 Level is 
dependent on success in AS examination.  
 
Subject Information  
 
Year on year, the sport sector outperforms the rest of the UK economy. Itós been this way since the late 
1990s and the trend is predicted to continue for years to come, long after the 2012 Olympics. The annual 
contribution of the sport sector to the UK economy is over £8 billion. This sector has more than 36,000 
employers creating work for more than 600,000 fulltime and part time employees, and 5 million plus 
volunteers. However, a third of the workforce in this sector have either no formal qualifications or are only 
qualified at Level 1.  
 
Feedback from employers suggest that skills shortages are responsible for a large proportion of the 
vacancies in this sector. These factors highlight the importance of formally recognised qualifications, such 
as Leisure Studies at both AS and A2.  
 
These successful AS and A2 levels, where students achieve highly are broad-based vocational 
qualifications designed to allow candidates flexible progression routes. They can be studied as either 1 AS 
or as 2 AS levels and continue to A2 in Year 13. Knowledge is developed through close links with external 
organisations providing practical experiences that help in achieving good grades and lifetime experiences.  
 
Students study various facilities such as the new Aston Leisure Centre and Rother Valley Country Park 
and visit these to gain the knowledge needed for the units of study.  
In Year 13 the students organise an event. In the past they have arranged visits to The Deep, Chatsworth 
House, organised an athletic event and helped out on Disport events for disabled athletes. This year they 
have organised a sponsored walk for the local mountain rescue team where they were interviewed on 
Rother FM and stayed overnight at a Youth Hostel the night before.  
 
This course provides real life experiences and has in many cases led to careers in Customer Service, 
Business Administration, Finance and Leisure Centres. Higher Education courses have also been 
accessed such as Events Management, Business Management and Sports Coaching and Sports Science 
courses at various universities.  
 
The various courses at AS and A2 levels have 1/3 examined and 2/3 assessed by coursework portfolio.  
 
These courses can be studied with Travel and Tourism AS and A2 levels as permitted combinations of 
study.  
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MATHEMATICS  
 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL  
 
Teachers:  R Cadman, C Thompson, R Bowns, R Foxton, Z Hubbard,  
  G Shields, K Thomas, C Fenton-Coopland 
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above, including English Language and a Grade B in 
GCSE Mathematics  
 
Subject Information  
 
This is a two year modular course in which you will study Core Mathematics and a mixture of applied 
units from; Statistics, Mechanics and Decision.  
 
Core Mathematics consists of the following topics: Algebra, Calculus, Trigonometry, Co-ordinate 
Geometry, Vectors, Series.  
 
Statistics consists of the following topics: Probability, Statistical models, Correlation, Hypothesis testing.  
Mechanics consists of the following topics: Newtonós Laws, Kinematics, Statics, Motion, Energy.  
Decision Maths consists of the following topics: Algorithms, Networks, Linear programming, Matching.  
 
A Level Mathematics complements other A Level subject areas; many key skills are used in Economics, 
Biology, Geography, Physics, Business Studies, Chemistry etc. Many degree courses have a substantial 
Mathematics component, e.g. The Sciences, Psychology, I.T., Economics, Accountancy, Engineering 
and Architecture. This makes Mathematics a very marketable qualification when applying for a 
University place.  
 
A Level Mathematics is a very prestigious subject. It is a relevant qualification whether planning to go on 
to Higher Education or into employment.  
 
 
 
FURTHER MATHEMATICS  
 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL  
 
Teachers: R Cadman, R Bowns, C McGrath  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C including English Language and a grade A* or A in GCSE Mathematics and 
students must be studying A Level Mathematics.  
 
Subject Information  
 
Further Mathematics is a two-year modular course. It is aimed either at students who envisage entering 
a career for which there is a demand for highly numerate graduates (e.g. Business and Finance, 
Statistical/Actuarial work, Engineering Research etc.) or for students considering studying Mathematics 
or a related subject (e.g. Science/Engineering) at University degree level.  
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: FRENCH and SPANISH  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 

Teachers:  French:   D Nash, N Gourves, E Wallace  
  Spanish: E Bayarri, S Flinders  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language and a grade C in GCSE French or 
Spanish  
 

Subject Information 
 

The AS course comprises of the following topics:  
 

Media: TV, advertising and communication technology  
Popular culture: cinema, music and fashion/trends  
Healthy living/lifestyle: sport/exercise, health and well-being and holidays  
Family/relationships: relationships within the family, friendships and marriage/partnerships.  
 

Some of the above topics are similar to the GCSE topics but will be studied in greater depth. Students will 
also be able to focus on areas that interest them.  
 

In addition to these prescribed topics, we also study any important current affairs events that occur during 
the year. 
 

We also study French / Spanish films and music during the AS level course  
 

Exams at AS level consist of:  
 

A speaking exam that is similar in style and in duration to the GCSE speaking exam and is conducted with 
your teacher.  
 

There is also a 2 hour listening / reading / writing exam.  
 

A2 Level comprises of the following topics:  
 

Environment (Pollution etc)  
Multicultural Society (Racism, Immigration etc)  
Contemporary Social Issues (Law and Order, Science and Technology etc)  
Cultural Topics (Student choice ï e.g. a region in France / Spain, the work of a famous musician, painter, 
author, director etc)  
 

Exams at A2 level consist of:  
 

A speaking exam that is similar in style and in duration to the AS speaking exam and is conducted with 
your teacher.  
There is also a 2 ½ hour listening / reading / writing exam.  
 

Other opportunities include evening visits to the Showroom cinema to watch new French and Spanish 
films, university visits and conferences and a work experience residential trip abroad. 
 
Resources:  
You will need to buy your own large bi-lingual dictionary.  
We regularly use the Internet so having access at home would be advantageous  
 
 
 

 

ñIn todayôs world companies do a 
lot of business with foreign  

companies.  They need to be able 
to communicate with them.   

 

They need people with languagesò 

In the latest of a series of reports published under the headline  
"UK bottom for foreign language skills,"  

the Financial Times on July 6th 2005 announced:  
"One in five small and medium-sized businesses admits to losing business because  

its staff cannot speak the relevant language." 



23 

 

MUSIC  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: J Machan, N Gray  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language and a grade B in GCSE Music or 
Performance Grade 5 and Theory Grade 5 (desirable but not essential)  
 
Subject Information  
 
This is a new and exciting course which gives students the opportunity to perform and compose with 
confidence.  
 
At AS students, have to submit an original composition lasting approximately 3 - 6 minutes.  
Performing is also assessed throughout the course and students are given many opportunities to 
perform to audiences. In total, students have to submit 4 pieces for external assessment.  
 
Students are also required to develop listening skills and complete a listening and appraising 
examination at the end of each year. They also study set works and complete an analysis examination.  
 
Students have the opportunity to compose or arrange at A2.  
 
Students are encouraged to participate in many of the extra-curricular activities organised by staff and 
are also encouraged to organise their own activities.  
 
Past students have progressed on to university to study music following careers as performers, 
teachers, composers and conductors. There are also opportunities to pursue careers in law, media and 
recording.  
 
 
 

BTEC NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN PERFORMING ARTS  
 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL  
 
Teacher: H Peterkin, M Siddall 
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths, English Language and Drama plus a pass or above at 
BTEC Performing Arts Level 2.  
 

Subject Information  
 

BTEC Nationals are a new and exciting qualification, that are designed to provide specialist work-related 
qualifications in a range of sectors. They give learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they 
need to prepare them for employment.  
 

A BTEC Certificate in Performing Arts is an excellent way of finding out about and gaining experience of 
the performing arts industry. Students will study a wide variety of units which will cover all aspects of 
acting and performance from devising plays to contemporary theatre. The course equates to two A levels 
and is marked using pass, merit and distinction criteria.  
 

There is no end of course examination; the students are marked continuously through out the year using 
a variety of criteria for each of the 12 units studied.  
 

BTEC Performing Arts is a perfect progression to university or for those wanting to pursue a career in 
the theatre. This particular award complements traditional courses such as A level  English Literature.  
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PHOTOGRAPHY  
 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Teachers: E Wink, S Flint 
 

Entry Requirements  
 

5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language 
 

Subject Information  
 

AS and A2 Photography are a great opportunity to develop and expand on your creativity and would be an 
in valuable subject for those students with an interest in photography, whether or not theyóve taken GCSE 
Art and Design.  
 

This is a new course which has been designed especially for Aston students to become independent and 
self motivated learners. Students develop their knowledge and experience of lens based media using 
traditional and digital methods. The course content is supported by frequent planned trips to exhibitions, 
London, the Photography Museum and many places of interest.  
 

The AS is split into two units as follows:  
 

Unit 1 - Portfolio (50% of total AS marks, 25% of total A level marks)  
Unit 2 - Externally Set Assignment (50% of total AS marks, 25% of total A level marks)  
 

The A2 is split in two 2 units as follows:  
 

Unit 3 - Personal investigation (25% of total A level marks)  
Unit 4 - Externally set assignment (25% of total A level marks)  
 

With A level photography it can lead you on to an Art and Design Foundation course and it will support 
your application for any Art and Design course in Higher education.  
 

Photographers are generally employed by newspapers, magazines and other media, fashion houses, 
design studios, advertising companies, hospitals, government departments etc.  
 
 

PHYSICS 

Exam Board:  EDEXCEL Salters Horners Physics 

Teachers:  S Till, J Byrne 

Entry Requirements 
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including English Language and at least a grade B in Maths and grade BB  
in Double Science (higher paper) 
 

Subject Information 
 

This is a very new and exciting type of Physics course where all the theory is linked to real life 
applications.  Each unit uses social, economic or industrial applications of Physics.   
 

How are earth orbiting satellites powered and how and why does the electronics on board need to be kept 
relatively cool?   What Physics is involved in bungee jumping and weightlifting?   Why do you need to 
know about the viscosity of chocolate, the material properties of wafers and how to measure the 
concentration of sugar solution when considering the manufacture of a chocolate wafer bar?  Why are the 
material properties of polymers so important in the design of óSpare Partsô in the human body?   
 

Remember, Physics is not an easy subject but it has very high status with employers and universities.  
They recognise the demands of the course by lower entry grades.  From Medicine to Engineering and 
Teaching through to Business Studies an A Level Physics qualification opens doors.  Studying A Level 
Mathematics would be an advantage. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Exam Board: OCR  
 
Teachers: T Staniland, J Newbolt, J Graham, C Johnson, H McDonald 
 
Entry Requirements 
 
5 GCSEós at grade C or above including Maths, English Language, PE and Double Science  
 
Subject Information  
 
AS Level Modules Studied:  
 
Socio-Cultural studies relating to physical activity  
Anatomy and Physiology and effects on physical activity  
Learning movement skills in Physical Activity  
Practical Assessment and Evaluating and Improving Performance  
 
A2 Level Modules Studied:  
 
Socio-Cultural Aspects of Sport ï Historical and Psychological  
Scientific Aspects of Sport ï Exercise Physiology  
Practical Assessment and Evaluating and Appreciating Performance  
 
Practical Assessment:  
 
Students will also take part in practical sessions which will link into classwork and coursework. Aston is 
one of the few establishments to still offer a practical session as part of the course.  
 
Students will select two sports in which they will go on to be assessed as part of their practical 
assessment at AS and will select one sport at A2 for their final assessment.  
 
As a new addition, students will also be given the opportunity to be assessed in coaching, performing or 
officiating an activity of their choice.  To support this, each student will be offered Community Sports 
Leaders Award (CSLA) Level 2 and other coaching and development opportunities.  
 
Students have the opportunity to use the new Sports Complex and Fitness Suite during practical sessions.  
 
Physical Education at A Level offers many opportunities and pathways:  
 

Sport and Exercise Science   Teacher Training  
Sports Development    Community Sports Work  
Sports Management    Physiotherapy 
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BTEC NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN SPORT (PERFORMANCE AND EXCELLENCE)  
 
Exam Board: Edexcel  
 
Teachers : R Millar, J Graham, C Esberger, B Sutcliffe, C Attwood  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths, English Language, PE and Double Science  
 
Subject Information  
 
The 12 Units that are listed below are to be covered over 2 years.  
 

The Body in Action  
Health and Safety in Sport  
Training and Fitness for Sport  
Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise  
Sports Nutrition  
Psychology for Sports Performance  
Technical and Tactical Skills in Sport  
The Athleteós Lifestyle  
Sports Coaching  
Work- based Experience in Sport  
Sports Injuries  
Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport  

 
Students will participate in practical sessions which will link into the Units being taught.  
 
Each student will be given the opportunity to participate in the Community Sports Leaders Award (CSLA) 
Level 2.  
 
Edexcel Level 3 BTEC National Certificate in Sport offers a variety of pathways to students on completion 
of the course, for example: 
 

Sports Development  
Sports Management  
Teacher training in Physical Education  
Community sports work  
Sports and Exercise Science  
Physiotherapy and Sports Injury  



27 

 

PRODUCT DESIGN  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: J Draycott, M Massa  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEós at grade C or above including Maths and English Language, PE and Double Science and a 
Grade C in GCSE Design and Technology ï Graphic Products, Resistant Materials, Electronic Products.  
 
Subject Information  
 
Study of materials and design methods  
Design and production of a range of minor projects  
Modelling and full scale manufacture  
Computer modelling  
Product analysis  
Individual significant coursework project  
Subject related field trips  
 
AS Level  
 
Unit 1 Examination  
50% of AS, 25% of A Level  
 
Unit 2  Coursework  
50% of AS, 25% of A Level 
 
Developing an understanding of the physical and mechanical properties in a broad range of materials 
and components  
The broader issues for the designer including the environmental sustainability of products and their 
manufacture  
Methods in which materials and components can be manipulated to manufacture products  
Health and safety issues relevant to working with materials  
Computer aided design (CAD) and computer aided manufacture (CAM)  
Ergonomics and anthropometrics, inclusive design and consumer safety  
The life cycle of products including manufacture, use and functional aspects and final disposal.  
 
A2 Level  
 
Unit 3 25% Examination  
Unit 4 25% Coursework 
 
Classifying materials and identifying, testing and comparing their application to product manufacture  
The implications of Health and Safety as an element of design activity  
Examination of alternative designs and redesigning existing products  
Use of natural resources, materials utilisation, conservation, waste disposal/management, pollution, 
recycling  
Appreciation and understanding of the use of CAM for industrial production  
Moral, economic, social and environmental responsibilities of the designer  
 
Past students have progressed onto employment such as engineering, design in various forms, 

electronics, teaching, manufacturing industry, automotive design and air traffic control, This course is 

also helpful with any profession where problem solving is required. 
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PSYCHOLOGY  
 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Teachers: J Willerton, C Brook 
 

Entry Requirements  
 

5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths, English Language and Science  
 

Subject Information  
 

AS Level  
At AS Level students take a compulsory programme which introduces them to the major areas of 
modern scientific psychology . This includes human cognition - how memory works, the study of 
attachments to carers in early childhood, the effects of stress, responses to group pressures and 
authority and causes of psychological abnormality. How to carry out psychological research is 
embedded into this course. Students are assessed by two examinations each lasting 90 minutes. There 
is no coursework .  
 

A2 Level  
At A2 Level, there is a wide choice of topics on offer including the psychology of sleep, human 
aggression, relationships, eating disorders and gender. Unit 4 asks students to cover the causes and 
treatment of a psychological problem such as schizophrenia or depression and Psychology in Action 
covers practical applications of modern psychology including addiction behaviour, media psychology eg. 
celebrity worship / fandom.  
 

Assessment is by two examinations. There is no coursework.  
 

Curricular related activities include a residential weekend in Whitby, National Schizophrenia Fellowship 
Workshops, Nottingham University Residential Psychology Conference, A Level Updates Conference, 
speakers from Sheffield University and the opportunity to take part in university research.  
 
 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES  
 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Teachers:  K.OóGrady, A Morris, R Hibberd  
 

Entry Requirements  
 

5 GCSEs at grade C or above  including Maths, English Language and Religious Education  
 

Subject Information 
 
Our AS and A2 courses develop studentsô knowledge and understanding of religion and philosophy in 
todayôs world. Skills of criticism, reasoning, communication and presentation are very important and the 
courses give preparation for a wide variety of future courses and careers.  
 
AS Level  
In AS there are two units. The first is an introduction to Ethics including coverage of issues such as 
abortion and euthanasia and different views (religious and philosophical) on these issues. The second is 
a study of the key beliefs of Islam.  
 
A2 Level  
At A2 Level the two follow-up units are: Islam, where the AS ethics unit is deepened and developed; and 
Religious Experience, including studies of Saulôs conversion experience, the Buddhaôs enlightenment 
experience and Muhammadôs revelation experiences and how philosophers and others have interpreted 
these phenomena. 
 
Visits to faith communities locally and in London have enhanced teaching and learning in the past and 
we plan to continue and build upon this programme of activities.  



29 

 

APPLIED SCIENCE  
 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Teachers: J Saleh, S Chambers, C Pederson, J Smith 
 

Entry Requirements  
 

5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths, English Language and Double Science  
 

Subject Information  
 

The course focuses on the application of Science in the work place, as you would expect for a vocational 
A Level. There are visits to laboratories and local manufacturing / service industry to collect evidence for 
their portfolio on Health and Safety at Work. Speakers come to school to talk about their use of science 
in their jobs. Classroom activities lead to knowledge and skills in all the main areas of science making 
this a very broad-based qualification. Examples of activities to be expected are:  
 

Investigation of crumple zones in cars, analysis of a building for heat loss, making aspirin and comparing 
it to commercial samples, preparing chemicals used to flavour food and surveying Aston studentsó blood 
pressure.  
 

Other topics making up the course include:  
 

The chemistry of paints and dyes, choosing and using materials, medical physics, energy resources, 
sports science  
 

There is no final examination.  
 

This qualification leads to a wide variety of careers involving Science and is also an entrance 
qualification for Science degree courses. Students have gone on to study degrees in Forensic Science, 
Human Sciences, Biochemistry and take up employment in labs and industry.  
 
 

SOCIOLOGY  
 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Teacher: H Jenkinson 
 

Entry Requirements 
 

5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language 
 

Subject Information 
 

Have you ever wondered why é. 
Women are more likely to be victims of domestic violence than men? 
Some students achieve higher grades than others? 
Suicide bombers decide to follow such a radical course of action? 
Prison numbers are on the increase? 
 

Then Sociology may be the subject for you. 
 

AS Level 

Families and Households 

Education with Methods 
 

A2 Level 

Beliefs in Society 

Crime and Deviance with Sociological Theories. 
 

Sociology is a literacy based subject so you will be expected to write a number of essays during the two 
years. However, there are also opportunities for debate and for you to carry out your own pieces of 
sociological research. 
 

Basically any which involve working with people. Students who have studied Sociology in the past have 
gone on to become police officers, teachers, social workers, nurses, criminologists and journalists to 
name just a few. 
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SYSTEMS AND CONTROL  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: K Maskrey, E Clarvis  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including English Language, Maths, Technology (preferably Electronic 
Product) and Double Science  
 
Subject Information  
 
AQA's new GCE specification in Systems and Control Technology has been designed to develop 
candidates' capability to design, produce and evaluate solutions by developing their understanding of the 
complex relationship between design, materials and manufacture. It will provide opportunities for 
candidates to learn through practical activities while producing multiple solutions to control and systems 
based problems. 
 
Areas to be covered: 
 
Materials and Components  
Electronics  
Pneumatics  
Mechanisms  
Robotics  
 
AS Level 
 
AS is divided into two units, the coursework and examination each with equal weighting. 
 
A2 Level 
 
A2 is also divided equally between the coursework and examination. 
 
Industrial visits connected with a studentôs interests will be made and if appropriate projects based on 
Industry will be carried out. Running a small extra-curricular business in the field of CAD/CAM or 
Electronics will be encouraged.  
 
The course would prepare students for further education courses in professional engineering as well as IT, 
Medical or Industrial Business Management courses.  
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TRAVEL AND TOURISM  
 
Exam Board: AQA  
 
Teachers: I Murray, C Storey  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
5 GCSEs at grade C or above including Maths and English Language. Progression to A2 Level is 
dependent on success in AS examination.  
 
Subject Information  
 
The last ten years have seen a huge increase in the amount of travel for both leisure and business 
purposes and despite concerns over global warming, Britainós travel and tourism industry remains a vital 
and significant contributor to our economy. Tourist Boards and strategic authorities are vital for the 1,000s 
of small enterprises that provide accommodation, food, attractions and travel services to tourists in Britain.  
 
A wide variety of careers are available in the sector especially to those with an interest in meeting people 
from all around the world. Our Travel and Tourism course develops studentsó knowledge and experience in 
a range of directions including locational geography, customer service and employability skills. The course 
encourages achievement and opens doors to enable students to move directly into employment in this 
important sector or progress to university.  
 
Students are able to study either one AS or two AS levels and progress on to one or two A2 levels in this 
vibrant and forward thinking subject. The various courses at AS and A2 have a 1/3 examination and 2/3 
portfolio structure. Knowledge is developed through close links with external organisations such as hotels 
and airports providing practical experiences that help in achieving good grades and lifetime experiences.  
 
In Y13, the students organise an event. In the past they have arranged visits to The Deep, Chatsworth 
House, the Lyceum Theatre and this year organised an overnight stay at a Youth Hostel and evening 
meal. This course provides real life experiences and has in many cases led to careers in customer 
service, business administration, finance, travel agencies and hotels. Higher education courses have also 
been accessed such as Events Management, Business Management and Travel and Tourism courses at 
various universities.  
 
The various courses at AS and A2 levels have 1/3 examined and 2/3 assessed by coursework portfolio. 
These courses can be studied with Leisure Studies AS and A2 levels as permitted combinations of study.  
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LEVEL 2 BRIDGING COURSE 
 
We are offering a bridging course from September 2010 for students who may need an additional year 
of Level 2 provision prior to either leaving school or progressing to Level 3 courses. This would be 
suitable for students who may be at risk of not achieving the Sixth Form entry criteria of 5 GCSEs at 
grade C or above including English Language and Mathematics at the end of Y11. 
 
This could give them an opportunity to improve their English Language and Mathematics grades to 
grade C, complete a Level 2 Adult Literacy and Numeracy qualification (if they havenôt already done so), 
complete a Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (COPE) qualification which could be taken at Level 1, 2 
or 3 and be given the opportunity to study a Level 2 Vocational Course from one of the following: 
 
BTEC Sport        
BTEC Travel and Tourism 
BTEC Business Studies 

 
 
 
ASDAN / ADULT LITERACY, ADULT NUMERACY / WORK EXPERIENCE COURSES  
 
Exam Board: Not applicable  
 
Teacher: M Boskovic  
 
Entry Requirements  
 
There are no entry requirements  
 
Subject Information  
 
The Inclusion Department has been able to extend the curriculum into Key Stage 5. This has enabled 
students to undertake a combination of obtaining further qualifications both in school and on work 
related learning courses. Students have the opportunity to gain further qualifications in ASDAN courses, 
Adult Literacy and Numeracy, all at GCSE level. These are delivered in school with full support. We also 
offer ASDANós CoPE Level 3 - a University entrance qualification.  
 
Students can also earn NVQ qualifications on work experience in an area of their choice. Qualifications 
gained on work placements are achieved with the employer within their organisation. This exciting new 
development has provided a service for students to be included within our Sixth Form provision at Aston. 
Students can now take part in courses which are tailored to meet their needs.  
 
This course is ideal for students who may decide that 
they are not ready to leave Aston yet in order to boost 
their GCSE qualifications and gain valuable experience 
in the workplace. 
 
 


