
 Aston Comprehensive  
School Newsletter   

  

A STON

 

 M
a

y
  2

0
1

0 
Is

s
u

e
 3

5  

With one week remaining before the busiest part of 
this yearôs exam season is fully upon us, this half 
term has been almost exclusively focused on KS4 
and KS5 exam preparations. 
 
All the indications suggest that this summer is 
going to produce some outstanding results with a 
record breaking number of our Y11 students 
achieving the national benchmark of 5 or more 
grades at C and above including Maths and 
English. Our Y10 students are also set to post 
some excellent grades when they complete some 
of their GCSEs on an early entry basis in June. 
Post 16 students are also doing extremely well and 
remain focused on their Level 3 qualifications, in 
anticipation of some very pleasing results in 
August. All our students are to be praised for their 
great effort and application in achieving their very 
ambitious targets. 
 
Congratulations to Rebecca Lowiss from Y11, who 
successfully won through to the second round of 
the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust Worldwide 
Maths competition and achieved the highest award 
of Merit. This put Rebecca in the top 25% of Maths 
students who entered the competition in the many 
different countries! Rebecca, along with other 
gifted Y11 Mathematicians, is also studying 
Additional Maths this summer - another challenge 
for our students! 
 
Aston continues to be represented at meetings 
with Rotherham Local Authority regarding the 
Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme 
which will hopefully provide us with a new school 
building by 2013. Although some people had 
concerns that a change of Government may 
postpone the date of the new build, as of yet we 
have not received any information to suggest that 
the building project will be delayed. 
 
This half term saw the Community Library close on 
our school site and relocate to the impressive new 
Joint Service Centre situated on Worksop Road 
(which is due to open to the public on June 21

st
).  

Our own school library re-opened on May 17
th
. 

This is an area of school we will aim to develop 
significantly as part of the new build, but until that 
time, our librarians are keen to encourage as many 
students as possible to make use of the existing 
provision. The opening hours for the school library 
are Monday to Thursday 8am - 4pm and Friday 
8am - 3.30pm when Mrs Jones and Mrs Adams 
will be delighted to welcome you. 

We are growing a little concerned about 
standards of school uniform and would ask 
parents to support us in ensuring that their 
children arrive in school dressed appropriately 
throughout the remainder of the Summer Term. 
Of particular concern, with a minority of students 
is the wearing of sweatshirts instead of blazers 
and a number of girls wearing make-up and 
jewellery. Please do not accept excuses, such as 
ñevery one else is wearing themò because I can 
assure you that our staff, led by Ms Gibson, are 
constantly challenging students who arrive in 
school out of uniform. If you have any queries 
regarding the correct uniform, please do not 
hesitate to contact Ms Gibson at 
gill.gibson@aston.rotherham.sch.uk 
 
I hope that everyone enjoys a restful half term 
break and comes back refreshed for the final six 
weeks of the academic year, although, of course, 
we hope that our KS4 and KS5 students use the 
holiday to undertake some thorough revision for 
their important exams, especially those in the first 
week back! 
 
Best wishes 
 
Eunice Newton 
 

mailto:gill.gibson@aston.rotherham.sch.uk


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
//¢± cameras are installed on all of the 
óBrightbusô school buses. Any allegations 
of bullying or aggressive behaviour will be 
thoroughly investigated by staff in school. 
Any students caught smoking or causing 
damage to buses will incur fixed penalty 
fines.  It has been necessary in the past 
to remove the bus service for a period of 
time due to consistent poor behaviour by 
individuals during the bus journey. We 
want to avoid this happening again in the 
future.  Please respect the bus driver and 

the service. 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ƛǘ 
ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΗ 
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ILLNESS/ABSENCE 
Parents/Carers must contact school on each and every day that a 

student will not be attending 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR OUR DIARIES 
 

2009/2010 Academic Year 
Term 6 
School Closes Friday 28th May 2010 
Term 7 
School Opens Monday 7th June 2010 
School Closes Friday 23rd July 2010  
 
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
31st May 2010 
30th August 2010  
 
 

2010/2011 Academic Year 
Term 1 
School Opens Wednesday 1st September 2010 
School Closes Friday 22nd October 2010 

Term 2 
School Opens Monday 1st November 2010 
School Closes Friday 17th December 2010 
Term 3 
School Opens Tuesday 4th January 2011 
School Closes Friday 18th February 2011 
Term 4 
School Opens Monday 28th February 2011 
School Closes Friday 8th April 2011 
Term 5  
School Opens Tuesday 26th April 2011 
School Closes Friday 29th April 2011 
Term 6 
School Opens Tuesday 3rd May 2011  
School Closes Friday 27th May 2011 
Term 7 
School Opens Monday 6th June 2011 
School Closes Friday 22nd July 2011 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

27th and 28th December 2010, 3rd January 2011,  22nd 
April 2011, 25th April 2011, 2nd May 2011,  

30th May 2011, 29th August 2011  

 

INSET DAYS (Closed for Students)  

Wed 1st,  Thurs  2nd and Fri 3rd September 

(2 further days to be confirmed) 

 

The Aston Comprehensive 
Sponsored Walk 
will take place on 

Friday  8th October 2010 

WARM WEATHER!! 
 

BRING  A WATER BOTTLE 
  
During the next few months we are 
hoping the weather will be improving.   Donôt 
dehydrate - fill up your bottle  at a water  
cooling station in school. 



Aston Comprehensive School Policy on 
Medicines in School  

 
In brief: 
 
The administration of medicine is the responsibility of Parents and Carers. 
 
However, individual cases, where the administration of medicines is routine and straightforward and 
where the parent asks the school to act in loco parentis, the following preconditions will apply:  
 
1. The school must be informed if a child brings any medication into school (this includes Paracetamol, 
cold remedies, hay fever medication etc).  
 
2. Parent/carer must complete a form of consent for the administration of medicines/treatment with the 
school matron. 
 
3. Only medicines and treatments prescribed by a doctor and accompanied by a written instruction from 
the parent or doctor will be accepted. 
 
4. The instruction, which can be made on the schoolôs consent form, should specify the medication 
involved, circumstances under which it should be administered, frequency and level of dosage.  
 
For full details please visit our website at www.aston.comprehensive.com for the Administration of 
Medicines in School Policy. 

NEWS 

 

School Parent Council  
 
We are inviting Parents/Carers to join a new group which is being set up to help parents get more  
involved in the school. The Aston Comprehensive School Parents' Council will be meeting for the 
first time on Wednesday 23rd June at 4.00pm. We would like to have a parent representative for 
each year group of students in school.  
 
The governing body has decided to set up the Parents' Council to: 
 
Å give you a voice in the school and find out what you think 
Å help you get more involved in the school 
Å help the governing body find out what you are thinking about the school and what  changes/  
  improvements you would like to see 
 
The group is being led by parents, for parents.  Please think about joining the Council yourself or  
encourage other parents to consider becoming a member.  
 
If you would like to register an interest or find out more information, please contact: 
 
Marj Handisides 
Senior Admin Officer/Clerk to the Governors 
marj.handisides@aston.rotherham.sch.uk  

mailto:marj.handisides@aston.rotherham.sch.uk


NEWS 

Uniform Reminders 
 

 

 
As we move into the warmer months can I remind Parents/Carers that students should still wear 
their tie and blazer to school each day. 
 
As some parents/carers have bought the plain black ópumpô style footwear in good faith we will 

accept these as uniform for the rest of this summer term.  

However, when buying  shoes for the next school year, please bear in mind that these will not be 

acceptable as school shoes from September 2010. 

Examples that are acceptable for this term only: 

Uniform Y7, Y8 and Y9 
  

Uniform Y10 

Blazer 
  

Black sweatshirt with Aston logo 

White shirt 
  

White polo shirt with Aston logo 

Tie 
  

  

Black tailored trousers or knee length skirt Black tailored trousers or knee length skirt 

Plain black shoes 
  

Plain black shoes 
  

Dark coloured school bag which fits an A4 
folder 
  

Dark coloured school bag which fits an A4 
folder 
  

Optional 
Black óVô neck jumper under the blazer. This 
must be a jumper not a cardigan. 

  



 
UKMT 

 
Y7 and Y8 get their thinking caps on! 

 

 
The United Kingdom Mathematics Trust, organisers of the Maths Challenges and Enrichment 
Activities for Schools and Colleges, held their Junior Challenge for Y7 and Y8 on Thursday 29

th
 

April. 
 
The UKMT Maths Challenges are lively, intriguing test papers designed to stimulate interest in 
Mathematics across the United Kingdom and there are 
more than 60,000 entries across the UK every year! 
 
 
Well done to all those students who were chosen to 
participate in the event and good luck with your results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Qualifiers 
 

Rebecca Lowiss from Y11 who qualified for the second round of the UKMT in the Senior 
competition earlier this year, achieved the highest award of Merit. There were over 3 million 
entries worldwide and to achieve an award you must be in the top 25%. What an achievement! 

 

Mrs. K Bowstead - Assistant Head Teacher presents 
Rebecca with her award certificate and a prize voucher. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Michael Carnall from Y9 who also qualified for the second round of the 
Intermediate competition and was invited to attend a Mathematics 
Masterclass Day at Leeds University in recognition of his achievement. 
 
 

Maths  



Aston 4 Maths 
 

We would like to welcome our Y6 students who have attended Aston 4 Maths Club this term. They have 
been joining in with Y7 and Y8 in a range of Mathematical activities ranging from code breaking to 
curves of pursuit! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ððððððððððððððððððððððïðððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

                 Jaguar Cars in Motion 
 

The challenge is on!  

 After qualifying for the semi finals, our Y8 team is 

busily working on their cars for the Jaguar Cars in 

Motion competition. The track chosen is the 

Germany circuit pictured below.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Maths  

The weather and laps have been set:  

 

No. of Laps: 63  

Weather:  

14:00  Drizzle  

14:15  Drizzle  

14:30  Occasional Showers  

14:45  Sunny 

15:00  Hot & Dry  

15:15  Hot & Dry  

15:30  Occasional Showers  

15:45  Occasional Showers  

16:00  Rain 

 

Will their decisions to make pit stops for tyre  

changes and additional fuel be the right ones, 

or will it slow them down!  



Olympics  
 

Students from the nurture group took part in Maths Olympics this half term. The games comprised of six 
events organised at óactivity stationsô in the gym. 
 
The Sprint 
Students had to place numbered counters on a grid against the clock. 
 
Basketball fractions 
Students were given 10 beanbags which they attempted to throw into a basket some distance away. 
Their result was recorded with extra marks for simplifying the result as a fraction. 
 
Shot Put  
Bean bags were thrown and the results were analysed to see if boys could throw further than girls and if 
there was a variation in left and right hand throws. 
 
Curling 
Bean bags were thrown over a longer distance and marks were awarded if the bag landed onto a mat. 
Additional marks were gained if the bag landed in a basket placed in the centre of the mat. 
 
Hammer 
A large dice was spun and then thrown, the number it landed on was multiplied by the distance to 
score. 
 
Triple Jump 
Each component part; the hop, skip and jump were measured and then changed to percentages. It was 
found that the best long jumpers also recorded the best jumps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Here are some of them in 
action! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marks were awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place for each event and the winner was Mitchell Nuttall from 9I 
taking the gold with Owen Davy 9C in silver and Jordan Allen-Stewart 8I picking up a bronze. 
 
Thank you to all Y11 students who helped with the event and a special thank you goes to 
Josh Armitage for his efforts. Neil Rose was official photographer.  Mr. G. Brown 

Maths  


